THE WARDHA SCHEME AND. THE FUTURE      285
~ ecNo other leader could have bridged the
gap, during this transitional period, between
the actual bourgeois direction of the national
movement and the awakening, but not yet
conscious masses. Both for good and evil
Gandhi achieved this, and led the movement,
even appearing to create it. This role only
comes to an end in proportion as the masses
begin to reach clear consciousness of their
own interests, and the actual class forces
and class relations begin to show out clear in
the Indian scene without need of mytholo-
gical concealments."1
The Communists recognise the common-
sense, practical reasons for the revival of village
industries and the spinning wheel in a country
where the overcrowded population on the land
remains unoccupied for nearly half the working
year, but they consider it .only as a "temporary
palliative."
"Nevertheless, it is a palliative which is based
on acceptance of the worst evils of the existing
distortion and cramping of Indian economy,
and is directed to adaptation to * these
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